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Provincial Office 

Brother Binoy Gomes served Bangladesh Conference of Religious (BCR) for seven years – the first two years the Vice-Prescient and five years as President.  Sister Rina Lilian Gomes, SC was elected as the new President in the Half Yearly Assembly was held on February 27.  Brother Binoy visited Brother Daneil Rozario House at Biroidakuni on March11 and 12, St. Placid High School community and Father Dujarie House in Chittagong on March 25 and 26 and St. Philip’s Community at Dinajpur on April 1 and 2.

Brother Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC, Ph.D. has officially started serving St. Joseph Higher Secondary School, Mohammadpur from April 1 as its Principal.  Hearty Congratulations to Brother Bijoy!  Sincere thanks to him for generously accepting the responsibility.  

Brother Leo James Pereira, CSC, the former Principal of St. Joseph Higher Secondary School will move to St. Gregory’s High School Community and look for a suitable university abroad where he can do his Ph.D. Degree.  Sincere thanks to Bro. Leo for his untiring and dedicated service in St. Joseph Higher Secondary School as Vice Principal and Principal.

Brother Kajol Costa, CSC has been selected by the General Council as one of the members of the Congregational Finance Task Force.  He went to the USA to attend its first meeting in King’s College, USA.  He returned on March 28.  Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, CSC has been selected by the General Council as one of the members of the Congregational Planning Task Force.  He went to Rome to attend its first meeting in Rome on March 26 and returned on March 31.  Brother Ripon James, CSC has been selected by the General Council as one of the members of the Congregational Religious Life and Vocation and Formation Committee. He will go to Rome in May to attend it first meeting.

Brother Edward Dailey, CSC, the Secretary General came to Bangladesh in January 2011 to help out in the Intensive English Course run by the Bangladesh Conference of Religious. It was a great contribution from his part to the young religious and candidates of Bangladesh.  The students of the English Course liked him so much that they would not want to let him leave Bangladesh.  He visited some Holy Cross apostolates in Dinajpur Diocese towards the end of the English Course.  Sincere thanks to Brother Edward!        

Saint Philip’s High School and College, Dinajpur

Br. Shankor Albert Costa, CSC writes...The teachers prepared a syllabus for 2011 on January 1. There was a teachers’ meeting on January 3.  The teachers expressed their expectations from the newly appointed Acting Principal, Br. Nirmal Francis Gomes, CSC.  Brother asked the teachers to begin the year 2011 with some clear goals. The teachers selected three goals to achieve in this academic year.  The new scholastic year commenced on January 4.

Bro. Samuel Sabuj Bala CSC went to Rangpur with the school’s basketball team on January 10.  The School Basketball Team won the game Division level and went to Mymensingh on January 19 to participate in the national level of the Inter School and Madrasa tournament.  Bro. Sobuj led the team as its new manager.   

January 28 and February 2, Class 10 students went on a study tour in two groups. January 30th  was the Blessing and Commissioning Day of the S.S.C candidates.  The Annual Cultural Competition was held in our School from January 31 to February 1. Over 400 students participated in five different groups. Different kinds of songs, acting, extempore speech and some other cultural events were included in this annual program.

The World Day of Consecrated People was celebrated in the Cathedral Church on February 2. Most Reverend Moses M. Costa CSC, the Bishop of Dinajpur Diocese, presented his talk on the Significance of the Day in the Life of the Clergy, Religious and Faithful of the Church.  Four religious including Bro. Nirmol Gomes shared on their life-experiences on the theme “As a religious I am happy”. More than 60 religious and clergy, seminarians, aspirants, hostel boys and girls were present. After sharing, there was an Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament followed by home made snacks.   

Our Annual Sports was held on February 12 in the District Stadium, Dinajpur. Fr. Adolfo L’Imperio PIME was the Chief Guest and Mr. Edward Rozario, the former Headmaster of the school was Special Guest in the program. They handed over the prizes to the winners.
The International Mother Language Day was celebrated on February 21. Brothers, Sisters, one teacher and many Students went to the central Shahid Minar with the school banner and flowers early in the morning. After the Provat Feri (walking on barefoot), the students participated the drawing and essay competition. Guardians and students were very happy and appreciated this kind of program as it was organized for the first time on the school campus.  The First term Quiz and Model test started in our school on February 22.

On 3 January Bro. Chayan Victor Corraya, CSC came to our community for a one-month apostolic experience.   He taught in the school and after one month on February 3, he left for Dhaka. Students as well as the teachers liked him very much. 

Bro. Samuel Sabuj Bala, CSC joined this house for his new assignment on January 5.  During our first House Chapter, we welcomed Bro. Sobuj.  The house and School responsibilities were distributed among the Brothers for the year 2011.

Bro. Sabuj and Bro.Chayan CSC made a one-day retreat on February 26 in order to prepare themselves before renewal of their vows.  They renewed their vows in the Cathedral on February 27 in the presence of many priests and religious. Almost 300 boys and girls from the hostels were present. Most Rev. Mosses M. Costa CSC received their vows.  We celebrated the day with the Bishop and priests in the house.

Bro. Edward Dailey, CSC visited St. Philip’s High School and College community and school.  He stayed for two days with us. He visited several historical and tourist spots during his stay. 

Saint Joseph Provincial House, Mohammedpur

Bro. Nipu Hubert Rozario,CSC writes...The Brothers of the Provincial House observed the Birthday of  Br. John Rozario, CSC on January 4 which was on 2. In the program, there was a delicious dinner, soiree, cake etc. HAPPY BRITH DAY TO BR. JOHN!

The Moreau Day was celebrated on January 20.  There was a special prayer followed by dinner. Some Priests from this area joined the program.  

A three-day celebration on the Canonization of Saint Andre Bessette was held on February 16 – 18. The program started with an Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on February 16.  Sister Shikha Laetitia Gomes, CSC spoke on the Miracle Man Saint Andre Bessette and Brother Robi Theodore Purification, CSC on the Close Friend of St. Joseph Saint Andre Bessette.  Father Frank Quinlivan, CSC, the Provincial of the Sacred Heart Province was the main celebrant of the Mass on the first day.  Before the Mass, Father Placid Rozario, CSC showed a documentary film. He has made this film on Saint Andre Bessette.  Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, CSC, Sister Joyce Rozariio, CSC and Father Anthony Sushanto Gomes, CSC shared their experiences of the Canonization Program in Rome and Thanksgiving Mass in Canada.  Most Reverend Theotonius Gomes, CSC, the Auxiliary Bishop Dhaka was the main celebrant of the Mass on the second day. Father Placid Rozario showed a documentary film which he had made on Saint Andre Bessette before the Mass.  A solemn Mass was celebrated on the third day. Most Reverend Paulinus Costa, DD, the Archbishop of Dhaka was the main celebrant. His Excellency Archbishop Joseph Marino, the Nuncio to Bangladesh and all the Bishops in Bangladesh except Bishop Paul Ponen Kubi, CSC were present besides many Priests, Sisters Brothers, Scholastics, Seminarians, Postulants and Aspirants from different dioceses and Congregations. A huge number of Catholics also attended the Mass on the third day.  The Mass was followed by a sharing by Patrick D’Rozario, CSC, the Coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka on Saint Andre Bessette and a lunch.    

The Brothers of our provinces came to attend the General Assembly, which was conducted by the Province Education Committee on March 16-18.  Twenty-seven Brothers from different local houses attended the Program. The Assembly started at 8:45 am with the welcome speech by the Provincial on 17 March. Brother Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC presented the Province Policy Handbook on Education in the morning, which he had prepared.  His presentation was followed by a group discussion.  Bro. Robi Theodore Purification, CSC shared an analysis on the National Education Policy 2011 in the afternoon. Bro. Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC, the Coordinator of the Task Force (on establishing a university in Bangladesh under Catholic sponsorship), presented the update of the proposed University in Bangladesh. There was an open discussion on this matter. On March 18, Bro. Leo James Pereira, CSC presented some facts and figures of the educational institutions run by the Brothers of Holy Cross in Bangladesh, on the basis of his survey. 

Most of the Brothers of our house went to Holy Cross Aspirancy, Narinda on March 19 to attend the celebration of Saint Joseph feast. Bro. Ripon Gomes, CSC director of the Aspirancy and Aspirants conducted the program.  The Program started at 2:30 P.M. with high tea followed by sharing of Brother Soroj Vincent Gomes, CSC, Father Anal Terence D’Costa, CSC and Sister Shephali Veronica Gomes.  Fr. Frank Quinlivan, CSC was the main celebrant the Holy Eucharist and Bro. Stephen Binoy Gomes, CSC gave the homily.  The Priests, Sisters, Brothers of Holy Cross and Seminarians, Scholastics, Postulants and Aspirants attended the program.  The program concluded with a dinner.
Saint Joseph Higher Secondary School

An Orientation Program for class III was held on January 4 at 9:00 am and about 95% of the parents with their sons attended the program. Teachers’ meeting held after the orientation program.  

The New Scholastic Year 2011 began from January 5. The classes started at 8:20 with the assembly. The students started the New Year with a new vision and enthusiasm. 

A hearty welcome was given to Matthew Edward and Keith Edward. Matt and Keith are two USA university graduates and they will serve as the English Teaching Assistants at St. Joseph from January to September. 

The students of class XI with some teachers arranged a study tour to visit the Saint Martin Island and Cox’s Bazar from January 18-22. Bro. Nipu Hubert Rozario, CSC and Matt also joined them. 

The Annual Sports Day was held on January 28.  The program started at 8:30 am and ended at 1:00 pm.  

The teachers and their family members went for a day out to Jamuna Resort on January 29.  It was a very good family gathering.  

The National Mathematics Olympiad took place in the School campus on February 11-12. The sponsors of the program were Prothom Alo and Dutch Bangla Bank. Students from different schools from all over Bangladesh participated in this program. 

The International Mother Language Day and Shaheed Dibosh (Martyrs Day) was observed on February 21. All the Bangladeshi remembers the Martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the sake of the mother Tongue. There were Art and Handwriting competitions and cultural function in the schools. 

A three-day Science festival which includes displaying of science projects and exhibition of Art, Scrapbook and inter-school and college science quiz competitions and Olympiads was inaugurated at 9:30 a.m. on March 2. The Chief Guest of the inauguration ceremony was Mr. Sirazul Islam, Additional Secretary of Ministry of Education (MOE - Development). The Special Guests were Retired Major General Khan Nurunnabi, a freedom Fighter, Prof. Dr. Md. Abdur Rashid, Dean of the Department of Pharmacy, Dhaka University, and Ms. Nazma Haque, MD, Bangla CAT.   The closing ceremony of the Science Festival was held on March 12. Mr. Ansari, Professor of BUET, Mr. Mumit Professor of BRAC University, Mr. Almas Kabir of MetroNet and Mr. Reza were the Guests and all of them graduated from St. Joseph in 1982.

Saint Gregory’s Highs School, Luxmibazar, Dhaka

Brother Robi Purification writes...The results of the Junior Certificate Examination were published in December 2010 and it was found that one of our students failed in Math.  The students, parents and teachers were very disappointed with his result. The parents challenged the result.  Finally, his revised result was published and found that the boy got A+ in Math. With this, he got A+ in all subjects and the school got the 100% passing record with 31 GPA 5. One good thing is that the at least the Board revised the results; otherwise this student would have to write the exam again.

This year, the teachers went to Syllet for a picnic. Even though they started very early in the morning, yet due to problem with the bus, they returned to the school by the middle of the night. Class 10 students enjoyed their picnic in Sylhet. Brother Jony Gregory formed a Band Music Group with the students called St. Gregory’s Band Music. They have performed two shows in the month of February and one on the 29 March after the prize giving ceremony of our Science Fair and Arts Exhibition. The students are very much enthusiastic about this Band Group. 

The Basketball team of St. Gregory’s High School became the national champion of the Inter School and Madrasa Basket ball tournament. This team also became champion in Mother Dolores, RNDM Basketball tournament organized by Green Herald International School. The Handball federation organized a handball tournament for junior students (Age not over 10). Twelve schools participated in this tournament and the team of St. Gregory’s became champion beating SOS school in the final. 

Teachers had a one-day session on Holy Cross Education on January. Dr. Brother Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC conducted the session. It was very interesting and eye opening for many of our new teachers. The session took place at Holy Cross Center, Bhadun, under the supervision of Fr. Parimal Pereira, CSC. Teachers liked the place very much and enjoyed the hospitality of Fr. Parimal.

A group of teachers and the District Education Officer (DEO) from Mymensingh visited our school to get a glimpse of a city school. One of our teachers gave a session on school activities through visual media of our school.   

All the Brothers from St. Gregory’s High School participated in the Province General assembly held on March 17-18. 

BARACA 

Baraca started its new Drop-In center for women located near the railway station, Tungi. BARACA consultant, Dr. Efrem Milanase, visited the spot and appreciated the location very much. He also organized a two-day workshop for BARACA and network partners. Forty-one employees from different drug rehab centers participated in this workshop. After the workshop, Dr. Efrem helped BARACA to prepare a project for 2012-2014. He left for India on March 26.  BARACA has a cow-fattening project as its income-generating component. It is a great regret to say that two of our bulls were stolen in one night.  

BARACA is ready to launch a self-help project for recovering addicts. The Self-help project is that the recovery drug addicts will be employed in different trades according to their expertise. They will earn their living from there and will return the investment to BARACA gradually.  It will be a very challenging job for BARACA, but it is ready to take the challenge. 

This year many groups from different organizations visited our project and had their picnic on BARACA campus. The recovering addicts and staff members helped preparing their meals. The monkeys, jackals, birds, rabbits and ducks were very entertaining for the guests and especially for the children.  

St. Nicholas Community, Nagari:

Bros. Ujjal, Hamlet, Chandon and Liton write...  Brothers’ House:  Nagari Brothers’ community thanked Brother Soroj Gomes, CSC for his untiring services in the community as well as at Toomilia Boys’ High School for the last six years through a thanksgiving program on February 4.  The community welcomed Brother Hamlet Gosal, CSC on February 7. On January 3, Bro. Taren Palma, CSC came to Nagari community from Rampura for one month to help both the community and Toomilia School. 

All the Brothers of Nagari community went to Dhaka to attend St. Andre program on February 17-18. Brothers observed the birthday of Bro. Hamlet Gosal, CSC on February 21 in a homely manner. Bro Stephen Binoy Gomes, CSC the Provincial of St. Joseph province was present. His presence enhanced the happiness and beauty of the celebration. Br. Binoy also attended the thanksgiving program of Sister Sumona Costa, CSC at Luduria on the occasion of her final profession. 

On March 7, the Brothers celebrated the birthday of Bro. Liton Rozario, CSC in a befitting manner. The Priests, deacon and seminarians from Nagari and Mathbari parishes were presented on this occasion. A group of religious Sisters of different communities paid a short visit to Nagari Brothers’ house before closing the Psycho-Spirituality course in the Jesuit Centre, Mathbari on March 22.  

Holy Cross Juniorate:  All the aspirants returned to the Juniorate on December 31, 2010 after their Christmas vacation.  Twenty-one new boys joined the Holy Cross Juniorate on January 1. The Nobin Boron (Welcoming of the New) program was held on January 6 for the new aspirants. From January 21-24, all the aspirants went everyday to Toomilia Boy’s High School to take part and visit the Science Fair. The last couple of months, the aspirants were busy with some co-curricular activities such as poem recitation, extemporal speech, singing, art, debating, etc. On February 7, a number of aspirants took part in different events in the Annual Sports of the school and got 20 prizes. All the aspirants went home for a monthly vacation on February 16 and got back after two days. The aspirants started their monthly retreat on February 24 with the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and finished with a Holy Hour on the following day.  

Five aspirants wrote SSC examination. After finishing their SSC Examination, four of them joined the Holy Cross Aspirancy, Narinda. There was a farewell program for the post SSC aspirants on March 17. Bro. Shoylan Rozario distributed some small gifts to them on behalf of the aspirants and directors.

After a nine days novena, the aspirants, hostel boys and Brothers of Nagari community celebrated the Feast Day of St. Joseph on March 19 in a befitting manner. Rev. Fr. Ujjal Rozario, CSC from the neighboring parish, came to offer the feast-day Mass. Each Brother shared on St. Joseph, which was very enlightening for the aspirants. There was a basketball competition between Hostel and Juniorate boys on this occasion in the afternoon followed by a family night after the dinner. There are 32 aspirants in the Holy Cross Juniorate at present. 

St. Nicholas Hostel:   Eleven students appeared in the SSC examination from St. Nicholas Hostel this year. There was a farewell program for the SSC candidates on March 15. All the Brothers from Nagari Community were present on that occasion.  Most of the SSC candidates stayed at St. Nicholas hostel for five to six years. There was a short and wonderful cultural program. Bro. Liton J. Rozario distributed some small gifts for the students on behalf of the students and directors. 

With enthusiasm and courage, students of classes seven, eight, nine, and ten, participated in a debate competition. Classes Eight and Ten were Champions. Brothers Hamlet, Bro. Ujjal, Chandan, and Roxy were judges. Many students were sick because of the weather change. The students finished their first round of quizzes and preparing themselves for the next round and for the 1st Term exams.  They are working hard cleaning the dust and dry leaves from the hostel campus and field. Rain is badly needed.      

St. Nicholas High School:  The school resumed on January 1 and the new books were distributed to the students on this day. There was an admission test for the new students on January 3. About 220 students took part in the admission test. 

The Nobin Boron program was held on January 13 for the new students and new staff and teachers. St. Nicholas campus was crowded with many teachers, guests and new students on that day. The newly appointed fulltime teachers are Abul Hashem, Aminul Islam, Nurul Islam, Sujon Chandra Das, Lipy Debnath and the newly appointed part-time teachers are Badal Debnath, Dipu Rodrigues.    

We thanked Sir Norottom Bonik and Gupal Chandraw Dhor for their untiring services for St. Nicholas High School through a Farewell program on January 17. The duration of their services in the school as teachers was about 36 years. A good number of guests, members of the managing committee, teachers from different schools and many students attended the farewell program with many presentations.  

A hundred and twenty-nine students were sent up for the SSC examination this year. The school arranged a farewell program for the SSC candidates on February 25.  

The teachers and staff of St. Nicholas High School along with their family members had an excursion on January 26-27 at Kuakata, Barisal. The tour was comfortable and enjoyable. They also visited Holy Cross Novitiate and Oriental Institute. The Annual Sports competition was held on February 7 in the new field beside the big pond. The field was decorated nicely and good a numbers of competitors students took part if different events of sports. 

The school arranged a program on February 21 to show honor to the Martyrs. All the teachers along with the Headmaster, thousands of students attended on the Provat Feri(walking on barefoot) from different schools, Kindergartens, and villages with banners, bouquet and garland of flowers and offered to the Saheed Minar (Martyrs Memorial). A short cultural program was also organized.  

Babu Haripada Paul, a teacher of the school expired (RIP) on February 21, the International Mother’s Language Day on St. Nicholas School campus around 12 O’clock noon by a heart attack. He was quite sick physically and in stress with his family matters. Babu Haripada Paul came to school around 10 o’clock and was working in the teachers’ room. He went to the toilet where was found dead. Immediately he was taken to the teachers' room and given primary treatment. Then he was taken to the hospital in Uttara by ambulance and the doctor declared him dead. Later he was taken back to the school campus and had a funeral ceremony. On the following day the school observed a day of mourning for Babu Haripada Paul. A number of teachers along with the Headmaster shared on his life after the assembly and offered a bouquet of flowers to his picture. He was 55 years old according to the school record and served in the school 36 years. May his departed soul rest in peace! 

The School finished the first round of quizzes for the 1st terminal examination on March 23 and the second round would start on 28 instant. On March 11, a strong storm passed by St. Nicholas High School and some destruction took place. The big lichi tree has been broken and fallen down on the water reserve tank, office room and electric line.

Toomilia Boys’ High School:  The school resumed on January 1.  There was an admission test on January 7. About 125 new students were admitted in class VI and some other students in different classes. The Annual Sports Day was held on January 12. On January 28, a farewell for the S.S.C. candidates, Nabin Boron for the new students and a guardian meeting were held.  The yearly school magazine was distributed on the same day.

The Annual Science Fair and co-curricular activities competition were held from February 19 to 24. Many schools participated in the program. There was a prize distribution program on the final day. The School became the overall Champion in the Science Fair projects and Cultural Events.  

The teachers and students took part in many programs on the International Mother Tongue Day. They took part in procession and offered flowers to the Saheed Minar in honor of the martyrs. The school arranged an essay, drawing and hand writing competitions also.

On January 5, Bro Soroj Vincent Gomes, CSC left for Holy Cross High School, Bandura to his new assignment. Bro. Hamlet Gosal, CSC came to Nagori community and joined as an Assistant Headmaster of Toomilia Boys’ High School. 

On February 1, two teachers retired from the school and two were newly appointed.  The School Inter Class Cricket Tournament and Co-curricular Activities Competition started on March 2.

News from Udayan Secondary School, Barisal 

Brother Rinku Lawrence Costa, CSC writes…The Regular classes resumed on January 1 after the Christmas vacation. On January 6, Bro. Provat Purifacion, CSC joined this house for community experience.  He helped in the school for one month. The Annual Sports Day was held on January 26. One hundred and fifty-eight students appeared in the SSC Examination from this school this year. This school was the Center for the SSC Examination. One student received scholarship in the talent pool and two received general scholarships in the Junior School Certificate Examination.  Some teachers from the UK visited our school in February as part of Linking Classrooms. We went Dhaka to attend the Brothers’ Assembly on February 17. Most Reverend Subrato Lawrence Howlader, CSC, the Auxiliary Bishop of Chittagong visited this community on March 20.  Brother Albert Ratna attended a workshop in Dhaka on March 22.  This workshop was organized by British Council to share the experience of linking classroom. 

Holy Cross Aspirancy, Narinda

On January 2, all the aspirants came back from Christmas vacation with good health. From January 3, they started their classes. 

The aspirants of the One Year Special Program went to the BCR Center, Saver, Dhaka on January 12 for a two-month Intensive English Course organized by BCR (Bangladesh conference of religious). Brother Sattya Richard Purification, CSC the Assistance Director, went to the BCR as a staff member.  

On January 11,  we started novena of Blessed Basil Anthony Mary Moreau, our beloved founder, before celebrating the Moreau Day on January 20. Rev. Father George Kamol Rozario, CSC, offered the Holy Mass on the occasion. We started our monthly recollection on the same day in the evening. 

January 26,  was a gala day for us all because Bros. Jony Theotonius Gregory, Michael Tripura and Santosh Hembrom, CSC, renewed their religious vows in our house. Bro. Robi Theodore Purification, CSC, the Assistant Provincial of St. Joseph Province received their vows. Rev. Father Richard W. Timm, CSC, offered the Mass on this occasion. Bros. Ripon Gomes, Proshanto Costa, Kelison Chiran and Jogesh Karmokar were present. 

We celebrated the World Day of Consecrated Life on February 1 with the other religious of Dhaka city. The program took place at St. Christina Church, Mohammadpur, Dhaka. 

A Thanksgiving ceremony was organized on February 8.  We extended thanks to Bro. Santosh Hembrom, CSC, who stayed here and helped in different ways for a month. 

We attended the commemoration ceremony of the canonization of Saint Andre Bessette at Holy Rosary Church, Tejaon, Dhaka on February 16 - 18.  Some of the aspirants played active part in the Choir Group. 

A Dhaka City Seminarians and Brothers’ aspirants gathering was held at Bannani Holy Spirit Major Seminary on February 26. All the aspirants along with Bro. Sattya Richard Purification, CSC, Assistant Director, joined the gathering. 

On March 19, we celebrated the feast of St. Joseph, the Patron of the Brothers of Holy Cross in a befitting manner. To make the day a reflective and meaningful one, Bro Soroj Gomes, CSC, Fr. Anol Terence D’Costa, CSC and Sr. Shephali Gomes, CSC, shared their reflections, thoughts and ideas on the life of St. Joseph, the Silent Worker and St. Joseph in the reflection of St. Andre Bessette and Basil Moreau respectively. Rev. Frank Quinliven, CSC, the Provincial of Sacred Heart of Jesus Province, Bangladesh was the main celebrant of the Holy Eucharistic celebration.  Bro. Stephen Binoy Gomes, CSC, the Provincial of St. Joseph Province, gave the homily in at Mass. A colorful cultural function was arranged by the aspirants, where the other formation houses of Holy Cross in Dhaka city performed their attractive items.  Many Holy Cross Brothers, Fathers, Sisters and Seminarians of Dhaka city were present on this auspicious occasion. 

Brother Sattya  Richard Purification, CSC left for Diang, Chittagong, on March 20 to conduct the Come and See Program of the Brothers. Bro. Placid Peter Rebeiro, CSC came to help the Director and aspirants. 

Brother Daniel Rozario Bhaban and Biroidakuni High School

Brother Bikash Victor D’Rozario, CSC writes...: On January 01, Saturday, classes began and the books were distributed among the students of class VII to IX. We also observed the Books Day as announced by the Education Ministry. Only a few new students showed up to get admitted in class VI. Since Biroidakuni Missionary Primary School was closed until 5th, no student got admitted before January 5.  Out of 54, 39 students passed in the Somaponi Porikha (Completion Test) of class V from BMPS. 

Part time/substitute teachers appointed: Since we did not have enough teachers, the school hired another substitute teacher named Sultana Taslima. She joined on January 1.  A retired teacher, Mrs.  Mina Drong, served as a contract-based teacher from September 4, 2010 till January 2011.  Md. Mohiuddin Ahmed was hired in the middle of February as a substitute teacher. 

Br. Tapan Lawrecne Serao joined the community for apostolic experience on January 3. He stayed for a month and left on February 3. During his stay, he helped in the school and in the hostel. 

Christmas gathering: Like every year, Mymensingh Diocese organized a two-day program for the Priests and Religious (2 from each community) after Christmas on January 13-14. Brothers Bikash and Sonchoy participated in the program.

Renewal of Vows: Br. Tapan Lawrence Serao renewed his vows on January 18 at a special Mass in the morning. Dr. Fr. Niran Norbert Mrong offered the Holy Eucharist and Br. Bikash D’rozario, CSC received the vows on behalf of the Provincial Br. Binoy Stephen Gomes, CSC. 

Visit of the State Ministers: On January 21, the State Minister of Primary and Mass Education, Md. Motahar Hossain, was the Chief Guest and spoke to the audience of the different denominations of the Church leaders and primary and high schools students. Advocate Promode Mankin, MP, the State Minister of Cultural Affairs was the Special Guest. The State Minister of Primary and Mass-Education was delayed but the audience were pleased for his supportive and encouraging speech for the Christian Missionaries and for their active role in the educational field. Our local MP and the State Minister of Cultural Affairs Mr. Mankin spoke to the audience also. Br. Bikash D’rozario, CSC delivered the opening and welcoming speech. The Secretary of diocesan Education Commission Fr. Camillus Rema and the secretary of the Christian Education Board Fr. Benjamin Costa, CSC delivered speeches respectively. There was a short cultural program after the speeches and both the state ministers enjoyed the Garo dances. The program ended around 5:30 pm with Tea.

Attending the Marriage Ceremony: Br. Sonchoy M. Rozario, CSC went home to attend the marriage ceremony of his older brother Mr. Swapan Rozario.  His brother got married on Saturday, January 22 at Toomilia Parish. Some teachers including the Headmaster attended the marriage ceremony. They left early morning and came back at 11 p.m. on the same day. It was the first time for the teachers to visit that area and they enjoyed the trip as well as the Bengali traditional marriage ceremony. The trip included visiting Toomilia Boys' High School, SMRA Sisters Mother House, Nagori and Ulukhala.

SSC Farewell and Reception: The school arranged the Farewell ceremony on January 27 for 51 candidates who appeared for the SSC examination in 2011. On the same day, the school also gave a hearty reception for the newly admitted students in the institution. The cultural sub-committee organized the program for the day. 

Celebrating 47th Marriage Ceremony: All Brothers, Priests and Nuns of Biroidakuni parish were invited to celebrate the 47th anniversary of the marriage of Advocate Promode Mankin, MP, State minister of Cultural Affairs on January 29. We all attended the Holy Eucharist in the morning with the bride and bridegroom and enjoyed a special meal in the evening. May God bless them.  

Educational and Cultural Competition: Biroidakuni High School organized a two-day Educational and Cultural Competition. This competition was held in two groups and over a hundred participants took part on January 30 and 31. Our teachers were the judges for the competition and later, prizes were distributed by the Headmaster.

Secondary School Certificate Examination: The Secondary School Certificate Examination started on February 1. Br. Bikash D’Rozario, CSC was appointed as Hall Super in one of the three venues. He has been serving in the same position for the last three years. The first day exam was Bengali 1st paper and it went on smoothly. The theoretical exams were over on March 10 and all the practical exams were over on March 16. He earned some extra income from this job. 

Annual Sports Day Observed: The Annual Sports Day was held on February 5. There were 36 events in six groups for competition. The games teacher, Mr. Joytirmoy Paul Raksham, organized the day with his team. After completing all the events, prizes were distributed by the Headmaster. There were one champion in cultural competition and two champions in sports. 

Headmasters and Supers Study tour: All the Headmasters of Secondary Education and the Madrasa Supers of Haluaghat Upazilla went for an excursion cum study tour along with the Secondary Education Officers and staff of the USEO on Monday February 14, the Valentine Day to Alandins Park” at Fulbaria Upazilla in Mymensingh. It was the first time that all the Headmasters of high schools and Madrasa Supers jointly organized this type of excursion program. It took long hours for a short distance trip as it usually happens in Bangladesh but everyone was very pleased. 

Holy Cross Gathering at Dhaka: All the Brothers of Biroidakuni Community attended the three- day celebration of St. Andre Bessette, the first Holy Cross saint organized jointly by the Holy Cross Congregation of Bangladesh. The three-day program was held at Holy Rosary Church, Tejgoan, Dhaka from February 16 to 18.  Br. Bikash D’rozario left on February 15 for Dhaka. He went to the Education Board Office and to the Director General of Education office for renewal of the recognition of the school and for the permission for a new sections of different classes. 

Death of Retired Bishop Francis A. Gomes: Most Reverend Bishop Francis Anthony Gomes, a retired bishop of Mymensingh Diocese, expired on Thursday February 17 at 9 p.m. He was about 80 and had been seriously ill since his retirement in 2006. He became paralyzed in 2008 after a massive stroke that caused continuous brain hemorrhage. His funeral was held on Saturday February 19 at 10 a.m. Br. Bikash and Br. Peter Dio attended the funeral. Besides a couple of thousand Catholics and non-Catholics the State Minister of Cultural Affairs, local parliament member, newly elected Mayor, District Commissioner, more than 50 priests, about a hundred nuns, a few religious Brothers and all the Bishops including his Excellency Archbishop Joseph Marino, apostolic nuncio were present. Most Reverend Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC was the main celebrant of the funeral Mass and burial program.

Annual School Picnic: The Picnic Committee of Biroidakuni High School organized a day’s picnic for the whole school on Sunday February 20. All the teachers including the Headmaster and about 474 students visited at Koroitoli Coal Importers’ depot around 10 am. The place is near extreme border and small hilly area. The weather was suitable and everyone enjoyed Pulaw-meat lunch. We thank the convener and the members of the Picnic Sub-Committee. 

International Mother Tongue Day (IMTD) Observed: As usual the school observed the day Shaheed Debash and International Mother Tongue day on February 21. In the morning, right after the Holy Eucharist, hostel boys and girls along with the Sisters and Brothers went to the Shaheed Minar to honor the martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the language movement in 1952. After the National Anthem, Mr. Leo Nandu Gomes, a former student of Biroidakuni High School spoke to the audience about the language movement and observing the day in the school campus. He was the student of `76 batch and it was his first time to observe the IMTD and Saheed Debash. After the Headmaster’s speech, the students showed their respect by offering flowers and bouquet at the Shaheed Minar. There was the second gathering at the Shaheed Minar at around 9:00 am organized by the cultural sub-committee of Biroidakuni High School. The program included speeches, songs, reciting of poems, etc. 

Consecrated Life Day Observed: The religious of Mymensingh Diocese observed the World Consecrated Day on February 20 at Corpus Christi Parish, Jalchatra, Tangail. A whole day program was organized by Holy Cross members of this Diocese. Fr. Sushanto Gomes, CSC was the convener of the organizing committee. Brothers Peter Dio and Sonchoy Rozario attended the program. Br. Bijoy H. Rodrigues, CSC was the main speaker of the day. More than 30 religious attended. 

Setting up the new Computer Lab: With the funding of Archbishop Hoban High School, Akron, Ohio, we set up a new computer lab. The name of the computer lab is Archbishop Hoban Memorial Computer Lab. The School Managing Committee approved the name and we are going to have an inaugural program shortly. Students are already using the lab and we need to appoint a computer teacher after getting the permission of class section from the Ministry, which is in process. There are 13 personal Computers, three desk tops and 10 LCD monitors. The students are very happy to have the new lab for them. We, the SMC members, teachers and students are very grateful to Br. Kenneth Haders, CSC, President of the Archbishop Hoban High School, and to all the students of Archbishop Hoban High School who are very generous to support us. On behalf of the school managing committee, students and guardians the Brothers of Biroidakuni High School, I extend sincere thanks to Br. Ken Haders and all the students for their continuous support and generous help. 

Provincial’s Visit: The provincial Br. Binoy Stephen Gomes, CSC along with Brs. Robi Purification, Linus Rozario, and Mr. Tapan (Engineer) came to visit, check some construction default works and to meet the Brothers on March 10 evening. They left for Dhaka at noon the next day. We are very happy to receive our visitors. You are always welcome here. 

Debate competition: A debate competition was organized on March 21 by the school for class IX verses X on the theme Eve-teasing can be Reduced Using the Mass-Media. It was sponsored by IPDS a local NGO. Class X won the debate and the moderator (Headmaster) distributed the prizes. 

Excursion Program: About 117 students from class VIII to X and 17 teachers and guests went for an excursion trip to Nandan Park and BKSP Savar, Dhaka on March 16. The Excursion sub-committee organized the program. According to the students, it was a new type of tour they had in Nandan Park. Most of them had the first time experience of different types of rides.

B. Ed. Studies: Br. Sonchoy Mathius Rozario started his Bachelor of Education, B. Ed. course in a private college from March 24. The classes are held on every Friday. Let us support and pray for him to complete the training. 

Independence Day Observed: A group of scouts and the scout leader, Mr. Joytirmoy Raksam participated in the March-Passed program organized by Haluaghat Upazila Parishad. No one from our school participated in the Display competition this year. 

Archbishop Kizito Cyprian Lwanga’s Visit: Friend of Dr. Reverend Norbert N. Mrog His Excellency Archbishop Cyprian Lwanga, who is the Vice-President of Caritas International and the President of Caritas Uganda, came along with four others from Uganda to visit on March 28. The group was guided by Mr. Suklesh Costa from Caritas. They arrived here around 5 p.m. from Rajshahi. A warm reception was given with traditional Mandi (Garo) Chu-Rugala and dance. We had dinner together, which was followed by a cultural program organized by the boys and girls of the hostel and some teachers and Sisters helped them. Thanks to Archbishop and his group for their visits. 

Holy Cross Novitiate, Sagardi, Barisal

Novice Lucas Mona Tudu Writes...On January 20, the novices and the Moreau seminarians observed The Moreau Day at Moreau seminary. The program began with tea in afternoon. Bro. Provat Purification, CSC presented a talk on Blessed Moreau. After that, we had Mass, a banquet and a cultural function. The novices placed a skit on Blessed Moreau.  

On February 4, a number of religious from different Congregations in Barisal region came to Oriental Institute to observe the World Consecrated day. The novices took part in this program also. Bro, Ratan Gomes, CSC shared some reflections on the Challenges in Religious Life. We ended the program with lunch. 

On February 8, we were among the religious of the Oxford Church for the whole day. We experienced their Prayer Life and simplicity. In the afternoon, we enjoyed a football match with the hostel boys. At night, we took supper with them. During supper, a warm welcome and gifts were given to us in a cultural function. Two of our Brothers participated in the program. 

On February 21, the day was International Mother Tongue Day.  The novices and the seminarians observed the day at Moreau seminary. We made a SHAHEED MINAR with the banana trees. There was a cultural function in the morning. Around 9:15 a.m., the novices and the Moreau seminarians had a friendly cricket match. Bro Ratan Gomes, CSC also participated in the games. The novices won the match.

On February 26-28, the novices were at Kuakata sea beach along with Fr. Atul Palma CSC, and Fr. Ashim Gonsalves CSC. Brother Ratan Gomes could not go because he was sick. Really, we enjoyed a lot there. We played football on the seashore and took bath in the sea. Most of us saw the sunset and sun rise form there. We visited Rakhain market, Buddhist temple (Pagoda) and the well for which the place is named Kuakata.  

On March 6-8, there was a seminar for the disables at the Pastoral and Retreat Center. We all were involved there as the volunteers. Our works were to serve the foods, help them to join in the prayer service on time and make them to be spontaneous in action songs and dances. There was a cultural function at night and we sang a carol song. This seminar ended by lunch. This seminar gave us inner feeling that God is so great and He created us so nicely. We must love ourselves as we are. 
On March 18-21, Bro. Ratan Gomes went home to spend some time with his sick father.  He attended the General Assembly at Provincial House, Mohammadpur and conducted a Growth session at the Holy Cross Aspirancy, Narinda.

March 19 was a significant and joyful day for us because it was the feast of St. Joseph, the patron of Holy Cross Brothers. We celebrated the feast day with the Seminarians of the Moreau Seminary. There was a solemn Mass at the Pastoral Retreat Center’s chapel followed by a special breakfast in the Center.  

We celebrated the birthdays of Rev. Fr. Atul Palma, the Novice Master, as well of Racy Daniel Godino on March 21. In the morning, there was a special prayer service. Many guests came from different houses. There was a Mass followed by cultural function and delicious lunch.

On March 26, Independence Day, there was a special Mass in the morning. In the afternoon, we had a friendly football match with the boys who came to the Pastoral and Retreat Center, Barisal, for the Post S.S.C. Program. We won the football match by 3-0 goals.  In the evening, there was a special prayer service. Some guests came to join us for supper and the cultural program.  On March 23-28, Fr. Atul Palma, CSC went to Jalchatra and Pirghacha to visit houses of three novices.       

St. Joseph School of Industrial Trades, Narinda

Brother Benedict Rozario, CSC writes...The new admission process began with the interview on the 3rd of January and the admission test was held of the 5th of January.  This year, 120 boys took part in the admission test of whom 80 were taken.  Bro. Joyonto Andrew Costa, CSC from Holy Cross Scolasticate, Rampura, came to stay with us for a month to get community experience on the same day. He also helped in the admission test. Brother Benedict attended a reunion function of Old Gregorian of 1969 batch on 6th of January.  About 20 Gregorians attended the function. After 42 years, he saw them for the first time. Their appearances have changed so much that at first he could not recognize some of them.  One of them came from America where he is teaching at the University of Texas.

Our students had an opportunity to witness how TV drama serials are made on 30 January when a private TV channel crew came to use our campus for shooting the drama.  Bro. Linus left for Diang on 7th of February to attend the Annual Pilgrimage returning on 14th of February.  Bro. Linus took some staff for a picnic to Bandura on 27th February.  The Brothers also joined them.  A six-day training session on Control Board was held from March 7th to the 12th of February in our school organized by Caritas Trades School. About l0 participants took part in the session and certificates were given out at the end of the session. 

Father James Dujarrier House, Miriam Ashram, Diang

Brother Rinku Hubert Costa, CSC writes...The Annual Marian Pilgrimage-2011 was held on February 10 to 11.

The Pilgrimage started with a Mass celebrated by Fr. Philip D’ Rozario on February 10 in the afternoon with theme “Creation is good: in the deepest creation of Pilgrimage”. About 16 Priests concelebrated.  A candlelight procession was held that started with lighting of 36 candles in the form of a tree at the foot of the Marian Shrine. It was to symbolize entering into 36th years in Pilgrimage. While lighting each candle, themes of every year were prayerfully read out. The Procession started with a theme “Pilgrimage towards new creation”, just after the reflection of Holy Cross Family Ministry Director in Bangladesh Fr. Anol Terence Costa, CSC. Thousands of Catholics took part in the procession through rough and tough hilly road. Candlelight drew an amazing beauty on natural darkness in Diang. The Procession ended at the Marian Shrine, after veneration and adoration in St. Joseph Hill and the newly built Mariam Church of Diang Parish. After an adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, a penitential service with confession took place. 

On February 11, at 9 a.m. a solemn Mass was presided over by Bishop Subrata Lawrence Hawlader, CSC.   The State Minister of Cultural Affairs of Peoples Republic of Bangladesh Advocate Promod Mankin, a member of the parliament, attended in the main celebration.  The main theme was Mary: Mother of Creation. A short reception was given to the State Minister after the Mass. In his speech, he extended Government efforts in favor of the Christian community and assured support to organize pilgrimages. Twenty-one priests, many religious brothers, sisters and about 6000 pilgrims attended this Mass.

The Annual Sports Competition - 2011 was held on March 01. Fr. Robert Gonsalves and Fr. Mukul Mondol were the chief guest and the special guest respectively. Some Members of the school Managing Committee were present on this occasion. At the end of the sports, the guests distributed the prizes to the winners. 

A three-day pilgrimage was organized for the handicapped by the Health Commission of Chittagong Dioceses in the Boarding premises and Miriam Ashram Grotto campus on March 3 to 6. About 91 Handicapped people, 59 volunteers and guardians attended this pilgrimage.

One-day Inter School Essay Writing, Singing and Debating Competition - 2011 was organized by Miriam Ashram High School on March 16. About 105 participants from three schools (Chatori Union Bohumukhi High School, A.J. Chowdhuray High School and Miriam Ashram High School) took active part in this competition. The school has been organizing this competition since 1998.

The feast of St. Joseph was celebrated on March 19. Before the feast, we had 9 days Novena in the Boarding Chapel. On the Feast day, a special morning Mass was celebrated by Fr. Robert Gonsalves, the Parish Priest of Mariam Ashram Parish. After the Mass, 200 people were fed with Payash (sweet rice). In the afternoon, there was a seminar for the local Christian students. About 120 Christian students attended this seminar.  

On March 31, an Inter School Science, Agriculture and Handicrafts competition was held in our School campus. A. J. Chowdhury Bohumukhi High School and Miriam Ashram High School participated in this competition. Fr. Mukul Mondol, Mr. Andrew Ritchil, manager of ADP, The World Vision, Chittagong Region, and Joanna Anthony, former teacher were the judges of the competition. At the end of the competition, prizes were distributed among the winners. 

On Friday 1st April 2011, Rev. Fr. Terence Rodrigues along with Brother Lawrence Dias, CSC organized a Lenten Program for the Bangladesh Christian Students Movement at Diang Ashram. About 14 students participated in the Bible sharing, penitential service with confession and Holy Mass in the Chapel.  There was also a Way of the Cross around the Campus in the afternoon.  Since it was a fasting day, a simple lunch was appreciated by the participants. 

St. Placid’s High School

Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, CSC writes...A farewell for Br. Nirmal: St. Placid’s High School gave a special farewell to Brother Nirmal Gomes on December 22, 2010. St. Placid’s High School is grateful to Brother Nirmal for his rendering an important service as the Assistant Headmaster of the School for last seven years. Br. Nirmal expressed his gratitude to all in St. Placid’s in his speech. He left for St. Philip’s School and College, Dinajpur on December 26, 2010. 

St. Placid’s High School recruited eight new teachers and they have been appointed from the 1st of January 2011. The new teachers are: Mr. Mustafizur Rahman, Mr. Nur Mohammad, Mr. Joseph Gonsalves, Mrs. Moonmun Talukder, Mrs. Suplob Kanti Datta, Mrs. Amanda Rebeiro, Mrs. Indrani Pathok and Ms. Nahid Reza, on the other hand Mr. Uttam and Mr. Saiful Islam left from St. Placid’s. Mr. Uttam wants to be a diocesan priest in Chittagong Diocese so he joined in the diocesan formation program. Mr. Saiful is going to Sweden for his higher studies. Mr. Gazi Burhan Uddin has been terminated from his service in St. Placid’s High School. 

St. Placid’s started its journey this year on Tuesday January 5 with a meeting with all the teachers. There are 2121 students in St. Placid’s High School this year. The SSC Candidates of the school were given a farewell on Saturday January 29. Mrs. Sucharita Das the Headmistress of the City Government Girls High School was the Chief Guest at the farewell ceremony. 109 boys have appeared the SSC examinations. The new Boys in St. Placid’s were given a warm and heartfelt reception on Tuesday February 1. Sr. Mary Palma, rndm was the Chief Guest at the reception ceremony. The School Basketball Team participated in the basketball games in various levels and got the runners up trophy in the national level. The Annual Teachers Picnic of the school was held in Kaptai on Friday January 21. The School’s Annual Sports was held on Thursday January 27. The School Scouts participated in the National Jamboree in Gazipur. St. Placid’s High School gave a very special reception to Most Rev. Patrick D’ Rozario, c.s.c. on Monday January 17, 2011. In his speech Most Rev. Partick expressed his gratitude to the teachers and Brothers of St. Placid’s and he requested them to continue their service for the formation of boys to help to be good citizens of the country. Br. Prodip Placid thanked Bishop for his special concern for St. Placid’s and for his outstanding support in running the school smoothly. There was another reception for Most Rev. Patrick D’ Rozario, CSC. on January 21 in Asian Rs. Hotel by the Old Placidians. Br. Prodip was also invited in the ceremony. St. Placid’s School Inter Cricket Tournament has been completed in three groups. In the junior group class 5 – D, the intermediate group class 8 – A, and in senior group class 9 – B got the championship in 2011. St. Placid’s High School observed the 21st of February/International Language Day with a big number of students, teachers and guardians present to honor the language martyrs. An Art competition was organized earlier and prizes were given after the Ekushe programme. 

The Old Placidians Association organized a training program for the interested basketball players in mid December where about 120 boys participated from various schools in Chittagong. They also organized a school basketball tournament where St. Gregory High School, Dhaka got the championship and St. Placid’s High School runners up trophy. They had their Annual General Meeting on Friday February 4. An Old Placidian Nawshad Kadri has been reelected as the President of the Association. He has cleaned all the rooms. 

Brother Flavian Kindergarten School: Brother Lion Francis Rebeiro, CSC, the Principal of the school completed his admission process in 2011. He has opened a new class (Play Group) before Nursery and admitted 68 students in two sections. The Principal of the school has hired two new teachers for those two sections. He cleaned all the ground floor rooms and made some classrooms there. Br. Liton organized a one-day picnic for the teachers of BFKS in Bandarban. He hired three new employees and terminated two. The old two used to take things without permission and when they were caught redhanded; the decision was taken to terminate them. 

St. Placid’s Brothers Community:  The Congregational Feast: The Feast of St. Joseph was celebrated in the house where all Sisters, Priests, Bishop and Brothers of Chittagong City and Diang and Brother Andre Prayer Group Members were invited on March 19. Fr. Tenrence Rodrigues said the feast day mass. Br. Prodip Placid Gomes gave the homily. St. Andre Bessette was highlighted in the Eucharistic Celebration and homily as well. After the Mass a dinner was served for all. 

Brother Prodip Placid Gomes had been sick and was hospitalized as he was infected by pneumonia. He was in Al-Raji hospital for six days. The Doctors in Al-Raji advised him to take care of his liver. 

As Brother Prodip Placid Gomes is a member of the Congregational Planning Task Force selected by the Superior General and his Council, he went to Rome, Italy to join the 1st meeting of the Task Force Committee on March 26 and returned on the 31. The Meeting was for three days on March 27-29. 

Visitors: Brothers Nirmal Francis Gomes, Ripon James Gomes, Kajol Linus Costa, Sattya Purification and Prottay visited in March. Brothers Bijoy Rodrigues, Binoy Gomes, Mr. Pius Ganguly and his friends visited after the pilgrimage in Diang. Brother Liton’s elder brother and Br. Prodip’s nephew Sweden Costa visited in March. 

Brother Liton Rebeiro went to Bandarban to give a talk to the teachers of Bandarban parish organized by FYTP and the Parish Priest on March 20 – 21. Brother Mantrajoy Tripura and the Executive Committee Members of the Catholic Teachers Team organized a one-day picnic for all Catholic Teachers Team Members of Chittagong City on Friday March 4 in Anowara. 

The Community gave a farewell to Br. Nirmal on Christmas day where Bishop Partick D’Rozario was present. Bishop Parick and Br. Prodip thanked Br. Nirmal for his significant presence and for his dedicated service in St. Placid’s Community, St. Placid’s High School, and in different commissions and committees in the diocese.  

BICPAJ

Brother Jarlath D’Souza writes...BICPAJ, the Bangladesh Inter-religious Council for Peace and Justice, was founded in September 1983, with the express aim to promote inter-faith relations in Bangladesh.  There were seven founding members:  Four Muslims, and 3 Christians (including Brothers Jarlath).  

There are about one hundred regular members coming from the five different faith groups in Bangladesh:  Muslims, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists and ethnic tribals.  The membership meets regularly every month since its founding in 1983.  The next regular monthly meeting is one 12 April 2011, meeting No. 337.  In the Executive Committee of BICPAJ, there are Muslims, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists and also three women.  

BICPAJ is internationally known, and is a contact group for the following organizations – IFOR (Int. Fellowship of Reconciliation) office in the Netherlands; IPB (Int. Peace Bureau) Switzerland; INEB (Int. Network of Engaged Buddhists) Thailand; RAHAB (Women’s Coalition to Rescue Women in Trouble) Thailand; WFIRC (World Fend. of Inter-Religious Councils) Kerala, India; EATWOT (Ecumenical Assocn. of Third World Theologians) current international office in Brazil; SALAAM (Muslim Christian study group), New Delhi; SILSILAH (Muslim-Christian dialogue group) Philippines; “Bridges” (Muslim-Christian study group) Australia; etc., besides the Church-based organizations in Bangladesh.   

APON

Brother Ronald Drahozal writes....... Most of APON’s core activities are centered at APONGAON although we continue to have two projects in different parts of Mohammadpur. One is the APON-FHI day care, drop-in-centre and detox before going to APONGAON for rehab and also the APON-UNODC drop in centre and day care centre.  These two projects are supervised by some core staff and the daily activities are handled by the project staff. Besides this we have the halfway house near Hemayetpur.

The road into APONGAON continues to be developed. It is not finished yet but the basic “pucka” foundation for the road has been well made so no problem with rain and mud. The smaller last part has also been improved and after the recent rain those who own a brick factory down the road from APONGAON threw bricks into the slightly muddy spots. So we are prepared for the rainy season after years of needing our APON-pushers (not drug pushers) to come out and get us out of the mud holes! They enjoy helping as this combined as a sort of outing for the residents who offer this help.

We had a number of young Moslem residents who had never been circumcised. In response to their request a doctor who finished the six and half month rehab program came out and offered his service. It was interesting to see the fear most of the youngsters had but at the same time the trust they had in staff and the director to be with them.

We continue to have a group of American students coming out to do volunteer service as part of the requirements of their school, mainly with the street children recovering drug addicts. Groups of BRAC University students (from the Savar campus) come from time to time and about 160 Holy Cross College students came for a “study tour” for which we provided a session on drug addiction and the APON program with some sharing by our residents. They also enjoyed a picnic at APONGAON which the APON staff was invited to join.

The Executive Director and Staff have participated in a number of trainings and workshops on various subjects---drug addiction, counseling, networking regarding street children and HIV/AIDS related. The Director has been involved with the UNICEF MARA mapping. (Most At Risk Adolescents) Since APON is the only organization seriously helping street children drug addicts with rehabilitation we are well respected by the other experts from international and national NGOs, government officials and those doing the research.  After visiting APONGAON the UNICEF officials realized the need to lower the age of the target group to at least ten acknowledging that there are even younger children who can be included in the research when they are found. That there are so many very young street children using drugs in the country might be a sensitive issue for some. One staff recently  took the place of the Director on a talk show about drugs, yaba/baba and street children drug addicts. Again this year the director has been invited to nominate two more APON staff for a month of training in the Philippines. This training and the travel expenses are covered by two Catholics the director meets at Asian Federation of Therapeutic Community Conferences over the years.

Br. Joachim has been bringing in the fruit/ vegetables of his work. The youngsters enjoy helping to bring it in from the garden, show the director and then weight it to see how much it is worth. He has also been busy getting some land affairs updated.

With help from a donor we are in the process of improving our electrical connections and moving our transformers farther inside our property. A few months ago two were stolen although the thieves ran off leaving many of the stolen parts on the side of the main road when challenged by a villager, still it was very expensive to replace them.

The highlight of the year for the APON “bahinis” (youngsters) took place recently. That is the Street Children’s Party held each year by the British Women’s Association. This year it was again held at Nandan Water Park. Not all could go as we were limited to only 40. It is a day that all look forward to. Our youngsters pass on the name as “Swimming Pool” as it used to be held at one of the British related clubs where the best part of the day for them was the ten minutes of so they got to use the swimming pool there. They enjoyed over an hour in the various water activities. Many were amazed at the water slides, etc and noted they had never experienced such activities. The group has taken on a new look here at APONGAON with either the bright red or green T-shirt and colorful half pants each received to go swimming and use afterwards for the drama and meal. One boy had a hard time believing he had been given the nice clothing to keep.

APON continues to be blessed with many people who respect APON and trust us with their lives or the lives of their sons and/or daughters. They come after hearing about APON from others. These days we have almost 180 residents---male and female, children and adults. Our Children’s Program, which is really a street children drug addict rehab program, has continued to attract more youngsters often boys who were previously here bring new youngsters. There are also street girls in the program now. There are now around 80 street children most under the age of 15 but some who first came as youngsters but are now back a bit older and spend more time in the skill training program. Although at first few stayed off the streets and drugs after they left that has improved in recent years. Most of the female clients/residents come because their guardians or others heard of our APON male rehab program. Some of the street girls are brought by those who also brought street boys.

Recently the Regional Director of FHI from Australia came to APONGAON to see our VCT, STI and Counseling facilities that they funded for us. While here he challenged our bahinis to some cricket saying he would pay Tk.5.00 for each time they bowled him out. He lost Tk.44/-. The youngsters were very happy not only because they “won” but more so because he came and offered them some very special recognition and respect by playing cricket with them. Since most do not have any family or anybody to come visit them this type of recognition fills a gap in their lives. They get loving attention all day but when the other residents have relatives, etc. coming they feel sad and lonely despite our efforts. That is natural and why we encourage people to come to visit APONGAON and interact with these youngsters. I can assure you from experience with other visitors that it is good for the youngsters and it will also be good for those of you who come to visit.

Our rehabilitation program has become more co-educational with the female residents/clients coming from the female residents to the main building for classes, discussions, meals, etc. during the day. This has worked out very well although we continue to adjust and refine the details. One female who finished the course teaches in the APON Primary School and two older female residents are teaching sewing to the youngsters as part of our skill training program. 

A note from the editors: The care-taker of  Bhadun property, Mr. Gojin Dalbot, died on 08/04/11, Friday night at Bhadun. He lived there for about 12 years with his family. He had been sick and under treatment a for long time. Mr. Gosal, one of the elder brothers of Br. Hemlet Gosal died of heart attack on Saturday evening at about 9 pm. May their souls rest in peace.

Editors also wish you all the readers greetings of Bengali New Year and Holy Easter festivities. May these celebrations bring peace in your life and  those whom you touch by your life and ministries. Please submit your news for next issue by June 20, 2011. 
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